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What sorts of books are on the shelves of your hidimery? History, science, poetry, fiction —
a private library, at least in the era before elees, offered visitors a glimpse into the intelledt
life of its owner. The same still holds true of soprivate institutional libraries, which can be
dazzling, inspirational, unusual, and quirky — atljees that often reflect the personalities of thos
who created them. | am defining a library as “pi@vdf it does not receive public funds for its
support, but is instead endowed or funded by saimer @ntity. That entity may be, for example,
a church, a monastery, a university, a corporatavna private individual. Collectively, they
contain some of the greatest intellectual treasoirése world.

Libraries play important cultural roles in @marciety. They educate. They inspire. They civilize.
But major differences exist in the philosophiespablic and private libraries. Both uphold the
ideals of education and preservation, but publicaties go further and also embrace freedom of
access and patron confidentiality. Andrew Carnegiamous for calling the free public library “a
cradle of democracy ... where neither rank, officar rwealth receives the slightest
consideration? Private libraries, by contrast, are in no way kbbp those tenets. To the contrary,
rank and office are often keys that determine wéretime gets in to use their collections.

Public access to these collections variestigredepending on the institution and the type of
material it houses. Some welcome the public witreowt pre-condition. If you visit the Family
History Library, a private genealogical collectiowned by the Mormon Church in Salt Lake City,
you can research literally millions of rolls of ma¢ilmed records from around the world. No one
will question you, and no one will attempt to coriyeu.

The next access level is somewhat more rasid library designed for use by a certain group

but which welcomes the public under certain resdcconditions. An example might be a



university library, whose collections are intendedits faculty and student body but which may
grant limited access to the public, to alumni,mother scholars under certain situations.

The third level is more restrictive still. Atese libraries, the general public is decidedly not
welcome, except for tours and exhibitions. In ortielaccess the collection, you will need to
provide letters of introduction and possess academgdentials. The librarian, who serves as
gatekeeper, conducts an extensive reference iaterabout specific collections the user wishes
to view and makes a decision about granting ac&esae libraries set that bar very high, making
judgments about the research project, the rarith@fmaterial requested, and the strength of the
user’s credentials. Independent scholars withoatattal degrees and university affiliations and
without a record of published works may not gediimay be relegated to viewing facsimiles, not
original works.

The final and most restricted level is the peas library of an individual collector. Because
such libraries exist only for the pleasure of thmimers, they remain off-limits even to scholars,
unless they know the owner personally. Books anduseripts in such collections may only be
glimpsed from auction catalogs, and once purchabkeg,disappear from public view. We have
no real sense of just how many books and manusafimultural significance are hidden in private
vaults, but that number is likely substantial.

Throughout history, most libraries have begwgte. The public library system that we enjoy
in America today is a relatively recent inventiordaincommon in other countries. In the ancient
world, Babylon, Athens, and Alexandria all boastegbressive collections of clay tablets and
scrolls, but much of what we know about them isosbed in legend. Library historian Stuart
Murray writes that libraries were “revered as sesrof knowledge and wisdom — spiritual,

magical, and earthly — and whoever controlled boarkd libraries possessed unique power.”



Thus, when the Roman general, Aemelius, defeatetticedonian king, Perseus, in 168 B.C.E.,
the plunder he desired most was not gold or silvet the king's private librar§ Ancient Rome
had both public and private libraries. Patriciamilees regarded their personal libraries as prized
possessions and their stored scrolls in speciahsooear their baths, separating the Latin texts
from the GreeR.

After the fall of Rome in 476 and the descafnthe Dark Ages across Europe, most libraries
disappeared, and those of Rome were lost to hisitingy remained important in the East,
however, especially at Constantinople, where Bymargmperors preserved many classical texts
from antiquity. They also flourished across Asia. China, craftsmen perfected the art of
papermaking and printing using print block lettgriharge libraries existed both in China and
Korea between the sixth and ninth centuries. Themie world also had renowned collections,
where scribes in Mesopotamia produced exquisiienithated manuscripts and preserved many
Greek and Latin texts that would otherwise havenbbest in the West. A library in Baghdad known
as the House of Wisdom contained many copies oéiGaad Roman manuscrigts.

Libraries did not appear again in Western Earnaptil the growth of the monastic system in the
sixth and seventh centuries. Eventually, smalleobibns could be found as far south as Italy and
as far north as Scotland. Collections of 300 volsinvere considered large, and monks copied all
texts painstakingly by hand for the private usethdir religious communities. The emperor
Charlemagne amassed a great personal library arthengear 800, encouraging the copying of
texts on a large scale and collecting works on laeglicine, rhetoric, and poetf\By the High
Middle Ages, large monasteries turned out handembgexts on demand and created more
substantial libraries. Books still served as tokainsower, but in a different way than they had in

the Ancient World® The pursuit of knowledge was seen as powerfulpnbtinecessarily magical.



One of the greatest private libraries todag \thatican Library, can trace its roots to this Véest
monastic tradition and two extraordinary biblioghgopes. Established in 1475, the Bibliotheca
Apostolica Vaticana houses one of the oldest cidles in the world. It contains 1.1 million
printed books, 75,000 codices, more than 100,0@0iad documents, 8,500 incunabula or
printed broadsides, 150,000 pieces of art, and rin@re 300,000 coins and medals. Some of its
most precious documents date from the earliest datfse Church, including pieces of papyrus
dating from about 200 AD containing parts of thes@as of Luke and John and letters of St. Peter.
The bulk of the holdings date from the™Mdentury onward. Some works are hand-painted on
parchment and of exquisite quality. The Urbino Bjkdreated in 1476 for the Duke of Urbino,
contains some of the finest calligraphy and illuations of any Renaissance work and resulted
from the collaboration of several artists in Flareh

The library owes its genesis to Pope NichMawho had a great fondness for books, a passion
for knowledge, and a vision for making Rome theeprment center for western scholarship. He
began his papacy in 1447 with a collection of al3&@ texts in Latin, Hebrew, and Greek inherited
from his predecessors, and he combined them wstbwan collection. He added more books from
the imperial Byzantine Library of Constantinoplatthad been smuggled out after the fall of that
city to the Ottoman Turks in 1453. More books waperowed and copied from monastic libraries.
In just two years the library had 1,200 volumgs.

Nicholas’s successor, Pope Sixtus 1V, movedlitbrary into a suite of rooms in the Vatican
palace and formally created the Vatican Library.eitightened intellectual, he collected works
on all subjects, sacred and profane, and the Yitmbtoday still bears his vision.

Sometimes described as “the attic of westeritization,”!! the Vatican Library’s collection is

surprisingly diversified. It houses maps of the Modrawn fifty years before Christopher



Columbus, as well as a travel account written biu@bus himself in 1493 after returning from
the New World. There are scientific drawings, saslalileo’s 1612 diagram of sunspots, as well
as texts on warfare, mathematics, music, scierfilsophy, and the human spirit. Hundreds of
manuscript letters from various saints and monaacdéoused here. Perhaps the most unusual is
a collection of love letters written by King Henwil to his then-mistress, Anne Boleyn, many of
them erotic, which were gathered and stored asagglfor a trial if Henry ever sought to reinstate
himself with Rome. The Vatican also houses a sditreiry and archives, the contents of which
are unknown but consist perhaps of official Vatistate papers and papal account bdéks.

Access to the Vatican Library remains higtagtricted. At one time it only admitted Catholic
scholars, but papal officials relaxed the rulethalate nineteenth century while keeping the gecre
archives off limits. Only 200 scholars are allowrtb the collection on any given day, and the
library sees a total of between 4,000 and 5,008arebers a year, most either with doctoral degrees
or students pursuing them.

Many other great private libraries in Europeoabriginated with the Catholic Church, and
several have associations with religious orderdkMébey, founded in Austria in 1089, houses
a library of some 2,000 rare books and manuscripasyy of them dating before thet1&entury!3
Even older is the Abbey of St. Gall, Switzerlarmlyrided in 719. When the abbey burned in 973,
the library was miraculously spared. Today it corg®,100 manuscripts, including some of the
oldest in Europe. Its most treasured possessiard# century copy of a pre-Christian Germanic
poem, “Nibelungenlied (Song of the Niebelungs)g #tory of Siegfried, which was later adapted
and set to music in the famous opera by Wagher.

Another group of the world’s greatest privatgdries have associations with universities. One

of the oldest and grandest is the Bodleian Libeaye University of Oxford in England. Founded



in 1602 by Thomas Bodley, the Bodleian is one otl#f@rent libraries on the university campus
and today consists of five separate buildingsidorporates collections spanning from a medieval
collection of books donated in 1435 by Humphreyk®wf Gloucester, to the New Bodleian
Library, completed in the 1930s. The buildings,ezsally the 18 century neo-classical Radcliffe
Camera, are well-known from serving as sets in maggefilms. The Bodleian houses more than
11 million items, with many of its books stored peenderground in a series of sprawling
warehouses under the campus and in a salt minkeasl@e. Most regard its oldest buildings above
ground to be the university’s historic core, antlemively, they house some of England’s greatest
treasures. The Bodleian’s holdings include fouriespf the Magna Carta; a Shakespeare First
Folio from 1623; and the Song of Roland, an epienpaomposed about 1100. Also here is the
Vernon Manuscript, the longest extant text writterMiddle English; a Gutenberg Bible from
1455, one of only 21 complete editions; and a aaffthe Bay Psalm Book of 1640, the first book
published in America, one of only 14 copies in &ase and the only one located outside the
United State$® The library is open to users outside the univeisjtapplying for a reader’s card,
paying a fee, and submitting to an interview. B tfficials deem your research quest to be of an
academic nature, they will administer an oath amaghtgyou acces.

Many other universities around the world hawssive collections, but none has the charm and
ambiance of the Bodleian Library. In the Unitedt&ta the top ten largest academic libraries
include Harvard with 16.8 million volumes; the Uersity of lllinois at Urbana, 13.1 million;
Yale, 12.7 million; the University of California Berkeley, 11.5 million; Columbia, 11.1 million;
the University of Michigan, 10.7 million; the Unirgty of Texas, 9.9 million; Indiana University,

9.9 million; the University of Chicago, 9.8 millipmnd UCLA, 9.1 milliont” All of these are



extraordinary institutions, and all of them alsovédasubstantial rare book and manuscript
collections under restricted access.

A third type of private library has its rootstlvprivate collectors, who founded collections that
were molded by their distinctive and often eccemgrsonalities. Many of these are located in the
United States. Book collecting played a part in Aiggs story almost from the beginning. Pilgrim
William Brewster brought 400 volumes on the Mayfeawin 1620, while John Winthrop Jr.
transported more than 1,000 volumes to Boston Bil1®y the eighteenth century, personal
collections grew larger. William Byrd of Westover Yirginia owned the largest library in the
South with 2,600 volumes in the 1740s. Benjamimkia owned more than 4,000 books at the
time of his death in 1790. To appreciate thesecbtins, one needs to understand the scarcity and
expense of books and how precious a commoditynméition was at that time.

The best known bibliophiles among our Foundiaghers were John Adams and Thomas
Jefferson, both of whom amassed large, impressxsopal libraries. Adams, an inveterate reader
and record keeper, collected works on philosophjitips, religion, medicine, law, science,
linguistics, agriculture, economics, and of coutke,classics in original Greek and Latin. He and
his son John Quincy amassed so many volumes athbeie in Braintree, Massachusetts, that
Quincy’s grandsons had to build a separate fra@dstg stone building to store the 12,000-volume
collection. Another 3,000 of Adams’s books are riowhe Boston Public Librar}?

Thomas Jefferson, for his part, read and ctatt even more widely than Adams. His first
library consisted mostly of law books inherited nfrchis father, valued at £200. When the
collection burned in 1770, a devastated Jeffersmfided to a friend, “Would to God it had been
the money!*® To rebuild his loss, he spent the rest of hisdidecting books. In the 1780s, when

he was a diplomat in Paris, he spent many afteswoimiting bookstores, indulging his interest in



art and architecture as well as geography, medianeral philosophy, popular literature,
landscape design, and the classics. He also aadleitte more unusual, including works on
cooking, gardening, and bee-keepfAd\ot fully satisfied with Parisian booksellers, hkso
established standing orders with those in Amsterdaankfort, Madrid, and London. By 1800,
he owned volumes in more than fifteen languagesdandsed his own catalog by subject, rather
than by title. He often wrote notes in the margihkis books, as did Adams.

When he became president, Jefferson’s booknguyabits abated, but he resumed collecting
after leaving office in 1809. He was deeply intezdsin the history of Virginia, amassed
impressive collections of American local historydaven rescued many official Virginia record
books of the early colonial era. After the Britishrned Washington during the War of 1812,
Jefferson offered his entire collection of somed6,5olumes to the Library of Congress for just
under $24,000, doubling the library’s collectioorfr what it had been before the fire. He set to
work building a second collection immediately aftard, since it was impossible, he said, to live
without books. He planned to leave his secondrjbr@the University of Virginia at his death in
1826, but the debts of his estate were so largeénthdeirs had no choice but to auction it offeTh
sale catalog survives, so we know precisely whatlitbrary contained. Some of the original
volumes have since been restored to Monticellopisgt of them, sadly, remain lost.

Many other great collections came into beintpasecond half of the nineteenth century, mostly
through the efforts of wealthy private collectorsey collected not for the sake of accumulating
knowledge as had Adams and Jefferson, but becagigainc books and manuscripts were
intrinsically rare and collectible for their artsor historical value. J. Pierpont Morgan, banker
financier, and industrialist, is perhaps best kn@sra ruthless venture capitalist from America’s

Gilded Age. Yet he also loved books and had refitasties, amassing an impressive personal



library between 1880 and 1913. At first he colldctmly rare first editions, but in 1896, he
acquired a Gutenberg Bible and developed an intérasre and obscure volumes. Flush with
money from various business ventures, he begambuwyit entire libraries of some of the great
collectors in Europe and America, and by the ed890s, his library had grown to include
hundreds of illuminated manuscripts, ancient papyand other rare works spanning from the
Renaissance to the 1@entury Romantics.

Morgan’s collection had no particular themigaotthan that he wanted to own the finest editions
and manuscripts that his money could buy. He psetha complete Bible from the6entury,
as well as another medieval manuscript bound imhared brass covers and set in relief with 130
jewels. He collected drawings by Rembrandt andmailgnanuscripts of books from such authors
as Robert Burns, Robert Louis Stevenson and ChBildens, among many others. He bought
manuscript music written by Mozart and Beethoveth poems in the hand of Keats and Shelley
Morgan died in 1913 with a collection of more tH£n000 volumes, 1,300 manuscripts, and 1,100
prints valued at more than $7.5 million. He houden all in a sumptuous building on Madison
Avenue in New York City. His son opened the coll@tto scholars in 1924, and today the library,
in an expanded facility, serves essentially as aemmn, offering exhibits, colloquia, and tours to
the public but restricting access to the booksraaduscripts only to credentialed schofdrs.

The Folger Shakespeare Library, located on #Htmmal mall in Washington, D.C., stands as
another outstanding example of a private collectiod a visionary collector, Henry Clay Folger.
Today it boasts of having the premier collectiorwafrks by and about William Shakespeare,
including 73 sets of his rare original First Folihat such a collection exists in America, not in
England, is a tribute to its founder’s tenacityrBm 1857, Folger worked for the Standard Oil

Company and rose to become its president. Hisestén books had germinated as a student at



Amherst College in the 1870s, when he heard Ral@idwVEmerson give a lecture about
Shakespear®. Afterward he decided to collect everything thasweannected in any way to the
Bard or the times in which he lived. His first pbase was a facsimile of the first folio for $1.25.
Soon he began a quest to acquire more valuableswoodkresponding with auction houses and
competing with other collectors to assemble a fdehle collection.

Folger’'s biographer has said that he had tmty passions in life: running Standard Oil and
collecting Shakespeare. Though he was wealthyiyed modestly. He had no children and spent
most of his time with his wife Emily in their honmidrary, where they kept their most prized
volumes while sending others to a rented warehdauise Morgan, Folger purchased whole private
libraries in England, acquiring several rare fifstios of Shakespeare’s plays, as well as
broadsides, playbills, ballads, proclamations, enen Elizabethan artwork. He was especially
interested in rare first printings of plays. Onenasf greatest discoveries was a 1599 edition of the
poemVenus and Adonithat a dealer in England had found in an outbogldFolger paid $40,000
foritin 1919 after failing earlier in an auctitmbuy another for $75,000. Over time, he expanded
his interests to collecting any work connected hak&speare’s times, including works about the
French and Italian Renaissance as well as witchatafmonology, herbals, music, poetry, and
religion. At one auction he purchased a corsethhdtactually been worn by Queen Elizal&th.

Folger had an eye for the legacy of his calbecand began acquiring parcels of land near the
Library of Congress in the 1920s for his own lilgrdn 1932, two years after his death, it opened
under the administration of trustees from Amherstlége. Today, the Folger has more than
160,000 books, 60,000 manuscripts, 90,000 prints awvariety of other works of art, films,

recordings, playbills, and stage costumes. It hpstformances of Shakespeare’s plays, offers
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readings and exhibitions, and sponsors a renownibioium?2* Research access to the collection
remains highly restricted, however.

When Morgan and Folger were each building theilections in the early twentieth century,
they faced competition from a third collector, HeriE. Huntington, who would become the
founder of the Huntington Library in San Marino, li@ania. Huntington made a fortune in
railroads and real estate, becoming a collecttwooks comparatively late in life. Unlike Morgan
and Folger, he was not a scholar and was not widedg. His first collecting efforts were
undistinguished and focused on books with fine inigsl and illustrations. By 1911, however, he
began to make his mark by purchasing entire libsaof more established collectors. He bought
one library for $1.3 million that was rich in bdimglish and American literature. He purchased a
Gutenberg Bible for $50,000. In 1912, he acquitedugh a private agent a large collection of
English books and manuscripts belonging to the BukeDevonshire. The agent deemed the
collection to be of such cultural significance togiand that he withheld news of the sale until he
had shipped the volumes out of the country.

Huntington followed these purchases with mepectacular acquisitions as his tastes became
more sophisticated. He developed an interest inrfsae historical manuscripts and purchased a
variety of papers from the French and Indian andoReionary war eras. Among these were the
papers of financier Robert Morris, the journalsAa@iron Burr, and some 170 letters written by
George Washington. He collected original literagmuscripts of such authors as Dickens, Twain,
Thackeray, Lord Nelson, Wordsworth, Coleridge, ®&yelHawthorne, Emerson, and Thoreau,
among others. In 1917, he bought Blilesmere Chaucean illuminated manuscript of Chaucer’s

works written in the fifteenth century and consetba medieval cultural treasure. To house his
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collection, he built a large Mediterranean-styldding in 1920, and by the time of his death seven
years later, he had spent, by some estimates, tmame$20 million on his collectiof?.

Today, the Huntington has over seven milli@ms, including 400,000 rare books. Like the
Morgan Library, it is available for tours, but iby wish to do research there, you should either
have a Ph.D., or be a doctoral candidate at a tsifyeand must have at least two letters of
reference from recognized schol&t#&bout 1,700 scholars use the collection yearlgeprendent
scholars are seldom allowed in, with access palieien more restrictive than the Morgan.

Two other renowned private libraries are warténtioning briefly: The William L. Clements
Library at the University of Michigan in Ann Arband the Walter L. Newberry Library in
Chicago. Clements, an industrialist, collectedyearhericana, both books and manuscripts. When
Henry Huntington began selling off duplicate volwfiem his collection, Clements bought many
of them at auction. In 1923, he presented Michigah the funds for a building on the Ann Arbor
campus along with some 17,000 volumes, 25,000 pkatgpt8,000 maps, and an endowment. In
the 1920s, the Clements Library acquired many Bmdit manuscripts relating to the
Revolutionary War, including the papers of Sir He@tinton, commander of British forces during
the Revolution. Today the Clements rivals the Hugton for its print, map, and manuscript
holdings of early Americé&’ Access is a bit less restrictive than the Huntingt

Walter Loomis Newberry, by contrast, did notlect books, but was instead a philanthropist
and real estate speculator. He dreamed of havibgaay in Chicago that would be the “pride and
boast of the city.” When he died at sea in 1868,ftitune became the seed for establishing the
Newberry Library. Over time the Newberry has amdsseollection of more than 1.5 million

books, five million manuscripts, and 500,000 mapifh major collections in American history,
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genealogy, Indians, cartography, railroads, thetysf printing, and manuscripts of Midwestern
authors?®

Morgan, Folger, Huntington, and Clements alipdd and molded their collections with their
personalities and tastes. That their librarie$ sxist, even if mainly as museums, is a tribute to
their vision of having their collections outliveetim as endowed institutions.

Many great private collections exist throughthat world today, but their contents are unknown
except from brief glimpses in the occasional mawggaairticle. They remain accessible only to the
friends of their owners. One such collection is sleecalled “Walker Library of the History of
Human Imagination.” Its owner, Jay Walker of Ridgkf, Connecticut, is the founder of
Priceline.com. His 3,600 square foot library, bmil2002, is a tribute to books and artwork about
major achievements in human invention. The libiytains 30,000 volumes as well as artifacts.
Its holdings include a 1699 atlas showing the sather than the earth, as the center of the
universe; an original 1776 copy of the Declarabbtndependence; an original Sputnik satellite;
and a 1941 White House cocktail napkin on whichnkKiia Roosevelt outlined, in his own
handwriting, his strategy for winning World War Walker has not disclosed his plans for the
collection in the long-terr?

It is easy to understand why many privatealiles put up barriers to the general public. Many
of their treasures are so rare and the risk ot themutilation so great that they have to make
restrictions. Do we really want just anyone anddtiag Henry David Thoreau’s original draft of
Waldenor Charles Dickens’s handwritten manuscripaoChristmas Card Some library users
do not perceive books as precious objects in thresmay they regard objects of art. They are not
aware of the impact that oil from hands has on papdhat fragile bindings can break under

careless use. Tensions exist even between creldentieademics and the librarians in charge of
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these collections, and some faculty have becomeyaviten denied access or directed elsewhere
for their research?

The problem with these restrictions is thaytho not allow for the serendipity that can happen
in research or even for discoveries being madébse least expected to make them. Consider the
story of a book once owned by Roger Williams, teeenteenth-century Puritan founder of the
colony of Rhode Island. In the book’s margins, W&iths wrote a lengthy essay using a strange,
shorthand code that had defied translation by geioeis of experts. Since the nineteenth century
the volume has resided in the John Carter Browralybat Brown University, where scholars had
deemed it mystifying and inscrutable. That changéeén a group of undergraduate students,
hearing the story, took up the challenge and weamengdigital access to the volume. Through a
complex series of mathematical calculations, thelestits managed to crack the code. Williams
had written a rather mundane defense of beliewmpgism3! The Providence newspapers carried
the headline that their founder was speaking tmtfoe the first time in 350 years. The point here
is that when libraries expand access to their ctias, unexpected outcomes and collaborations
can happen.

The digitization of books and manuscripts ifthe greatest potential for expanding access
and collaboration, and it is happening at a phemanpace in both private and public libraries
throughout the world. Millions of out-of-print vatues with expired copyrights have been
photographed and their contents made available@ythereby liberating them from closed stacks.
Companies such as Internet Archive and Google Baoksligitizing books from libraries around
the world and putting them online, either freeard fee. Google announced in 2004 its intention

of scanning every known book and partnering wibhdiies with equipment for photographing up
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to 1,000 pages an hour. Internet Archive, a noritgrompany, has digitized more than six million
books and shows no sign of slowing down.

For all kinds of reasons, digitizing offers béts. It raises the profiles of libraries, whidhthe
case of universities, pleases alumni and can s&s\ee catalyst for fund raising and endowment
building. It preserves originals in case they stoeNver be damaged or destroyed. It increases
readership by spreading and democratizing accessfaomation and bringing down former
barriers. For many scholars whose goal is simphle&al and access a text, a high-quality digital
copy of a book or manuscript in color is almostjasd as seeing the original, even if it loses some
its aura in the process.

The elite private libraries described in fhegper have run the gamut of the digitizing movement
The Vatican Library has embraced it with gusto, ow@ncing an effort in 2014 to digitize all of
its manuscripts and make them available onifrieheir website invites financial contributions.
The Morgan Library has digitized its collectionReémbrandt etchings, much of its music library,
and its collection of illuminated manuscripts. Soohés other priceless texts, such as the original
DickensChristmas Carglhave been digitized for special exhibitions. Bugkiam Palace has
announced this year a plan to digitize some 250difuments from the private royal archive
pertaining to King George Il - records never sbefore even by scholat$The Bodleian Library
is also actively scanning its collection.

Other libraries have moved more cautiousiyatr at all. Many dislike the notion of sharing
their holdings online in the belief that, if we shat, they won’t come, “they” being the rarified
group of scholars with the right credentials. Tlo&ion that sharing will curtail research visits is
certainly debatable when one considers the posiittention some libraries have had in

showcasing their collections. Digitizing is not kout cost, however, and it does require

15



considerable staff time to scan, link, and creagtaniata to accompany digital images onfie.
Some libraries have concerns about the potentiabda done by digitizing or that scanning will
remove items from their original order and conf&$ome are doing limited in-house scanning
but keeping the images from being viewed onlinee Holger Shakespeare Library and the
Clements Library have fine online catalogs withitdigfinding aids, but their books and
manuscripts are not available online at this t¥fglost of the contents of the Huntington Library
are also not viewable, though its website offerst@mers the opportunity to purchase digital
copies of holdings on a page-by-page basis foed’fe
What will happen in the next fifty years is ang®s guess. The best prediction is one that treats

us all to a vast trove of digitized rare books arahuscripts viewable freely on the Internet. That
may or may not happen. Of one thing we can beicegavate libraries will continue to do things
their way, and many treasures will remain out of vieecessible only by a privileged few, while
the rest of us may only catch glimpses of them frafiawr, if at all. If that seems unfair or

undemocratic, J. P. Morgan and Henry Huntingtonldibave loved it.
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